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body knows how may illicit impregnations there are.....In the

United States in 1965, for example, my estimate is that
approximately 13,24,000 illicit pregnancies occurred. The calculation
has no claim to accuracy because the largest component (induces
abortion) is unknown, but as a conservative guess it suggests that
one-fourth or more of all pregnancies in 1965 were of unmarried
women."17

Illegitimate births result either from an unsuccessful effort to
trap a man into marriage, from sheer indifference or from an inability
to find a reliable and/or Cheap abortionist. Among a sample of
1962 unwed mothers studied in California in 1954, only 55 per cent
claimed that the child was conceived in a friendship or love
relationship18 (the remainder, perhaps being prostitutes). According
to the West German Daily, "cVelt cm son tog", eleven lakh fathers
of illegitimate children live in West Germany of whom eight lakhs
are married and have legal wives too.19 A Reuters release from
London on 27-6-71 gives the report of the British Family Planning
Association, according to which one in every five brides in Britain
is pregnant on her wedding day, in which, England and Wales
records one in three and Scotland one in four. During 1970, more
than 1,00,000 unmarried women and girls became pregnant. The
report further says that a minimum of three million women in Britain
risk pregnancy every time they make love.20 To Britain also goes
the credit of having an unwed Member of Parliament in the House
of Commons, another Reuters release of 4-7-71 says that 23 years
old Miss Bernadetta Devlin from Northern Island's Catholic
minority and the youngest member of British Parliament, now a
mother to-be, has refused an offer by her aunt to adopt her baby
when it is bom.21
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